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Papers 

 The Changing Spaces of Power: Reaching into People’s Everyday Lives  

John Allen (The Open University, Milton Keynes, UK)  john.allen@open.ac.uk  

One of the striking observations about the revelations in 2018 that Cambridge Analytica, a 
British political consulting firm, harvested data on a massive scale micro-targeting individuals 
for the purpose of political manipulation was its ability to reach into people’s everyday lives. In 
much the same way, it can be argued that the pervasive ability of governments and corporations 
to make their presence felt at close quarters now speaks to a world in which physical distances 
no longer indicate either distant separation of close proximity. Our spatial vocabulary of scale, 
territory, boundaries, and linear networks strains to account for how powerful actors are able to 
draw some relationships within close reach, whilst pushing others beyond reach. Taking the 
example of contemporary political borders and how they have changed shape, the paper 
highlights how the spaces through which institutional power operates has shifted in recent times: 
from a topographical to a topological register. States routinely reach into their own territories, 
as well as beyond them, to regulate the movement of people and their access to rights, removing 
migrants on the ‘inside’ as if they are already part of the ‘outside’, whilst those detained on the 
‘outside’ are denied rights lawfully theirs if present on the ‘inside’. Migrants regularly 
experience such changing spaces at first hand and suffer the powers of exclusion. Cambridge 
Analytica simply took advantage of such topological spaces to embolden and enrich themselves. 
Their fall from hubris came later. 

 

Some Issues Regarding the Methodology of Measuring Soft Power 

Giulio M. Gallarotti (Wesleyan University) ggallarotti@wesleyan.edu 
 

This paper is a prelude to quantitative studies of soft power. While it mentions some things about 
modeling quantitative analysis, it is meant as a primer for such analyses in that it concentrates 
on the measurement issue rather than conducting inferential quantitative studies with soft power 



variables that have already been operationalized. In a sense, this paper is about how to 
operationalize soft power. While we mention several existing indexes, analysis concentrates on 
the best known and most extensively applied index of soft power: The Soft Power 30 Index 
(2018).  

 

 

 The Structural Crisis of Political Elite or the Structural Crisis of Power: Problems of Method  

 Nadezhda Ponomarenko (SIM-RANEPA Department of Political Science and Technologies) 

The paper investigates the socio-economic, the political and the institutional causes of structural 
crisis in the system of the political elite in the transformation periods of ruling regime on the 
materials of Russian regional elites. The ruling élite is one of the main actors of the political 
process in conditions of democratization. The leading position of the political élite in transitional 
societies allows this actor to determine the amount of possible changes in the system. The regime 
transformation leads to the formation of fairly vague rules of existence of the political structure, 
and in the extreme forms it leads to the lack of any effective regulatory mechanisms for political 
processes. The instability of the political operational field causes the structure of the ruling élite 
to change. Analysis of structural crisis of the ruling elite in transforming conditions allows to 
diagnose the amount and direction of change in the social system. In the research, the structural 
crisis of political elite in transitive society was analyzed by applying the systems approach. 
Analyzing the élites from the viewpoint of the systems theory made it possible to consider the 
object under study as a complex system existing in the conditions of transformation.  

 

Key words: ruling élite, crisis, systems theory, political transformation, power   

  

 

Recruiting the King’s Men: Networks Analysis of Federal Administrative Elite in Russia 

Aleksandr Sherstobitov, Daniil Eremin, Valeria Dmitrieva, Artyom Kovalevskiy, Anastasia Dybkina, 
Nikolay Gorohov, Olga Kiseleva, Elizaveta Begar’. 

Studies of political elites in Russia for almost thirty years face the same problem – the closeness of this 
social group. Considering that contemporary Russia is characterized as hybrid regime it turns out to be 
extremely difficult to track the entire set of informal connections among the highest echelons of power 
structures. However, many researchers highlight that informal ties play a key role in Russian political 
system. In the suggested paper we assume that network analysis may allow to detect hidden trends in 
recruitment of Russian political elites. On the basis of formal documents and a comparison of the actions 
of actors, and their positions we may reveal the patterns in the representation of individuals and interest 
groups in power. We set the following research question: what are the mechanisms for recruiting federal 
administrative elites in modern Russia? We assume that the administrative elite is the network that is 



based on the biographical aspects of the individual careers. We suggest the hypothesis that there is 
correlation between the positions of bureaucrats in senior ministerial office as well as group cohesion 
and their educational tracks, family ties, and previous jobs.  

Thus, the purpose of the study is to reveal the specifics of the formation of the federal administrative elite 
on the basis of corporatism concept. Mapping the networks of ties between the administrative staff of 
federal ministries and departments on the basis of their alma mater, previous jobs and family ties 
provides the better understanding of the elite’s recruitment mechanisms, and political regime evolution. 
The sample includes ministers, vice-ministers, heads of departments, and also chairs of Presidential 
Administration departments as according to the recent research it plays a significant role in recruitment 
of administrative elite in Russia.  

 

Political Communications in the Social Media 

Gulnur R. Sufiyanova (Senior lecturer of the Department of Modern History and Political 
Sciences, Institute of Social and Humanitarian Sciences, University of Tyumen) 

Ekaterina O. Muslimova (Teaching assistant of the Department of Modern History and Political 
Sciences,  Institute of social and humanitarian sciences, University of Tyumen) 

The importance and topicality of the research question are favoured with the rising 
participation of political actors in the web space. International organizations, political parties, 
politicians keep blogs and profiles on Facebook, Twitter, etc. Moreover, the web space becomes 
a field for debates, engagement, lobbying and manipulating. Online voting, internet parties and 
web protests come into the public domain. Materials and methods. The actual research concerns 
the forms, ways and mechanisms that the political actors use while gaining or spreading their 
power in the web space of Russia, participant countries of the Eurasian Economic Union and 
states of Central Asian region. Main methods include content analysis, statistical data analysis 
and automated text analysis. Results. The first approach to the question without application of 
automated text analysis makes clear that besides the fact of the rising activity of the Russian digital 
diplomacy its achievements in the field of using the web space and opportunities of Web 2.0 are 
quite poorer than the performance of the European and US political actors. 
  

Absolute Morality Collapses Absolutely?   
Revisiting the Liberal Origin of the Balance of Power Ethics   

  
Kazushige Kobayashi  

(Postdoctoral Researcher, Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding,  
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva, Switzerland) 

 kazushige.kobayashi@graduateinstitute.ch 
 
  



The renowned international lawyer Lassa Oppenheim once remarked that healthy 
development of international law requires the balance of power, because the lack of 
meaningful opposition would eventually corrupt even the most virtuous world-rulers. The 
liberal principles equally champion a system of checks and balances, which is meant to 
prevent the uncontested monopoly of power and legitimacy. Building on these classical 
perspectives, this paper reconstructs the origin of the balance of power thinking as a 
liberal philosophy aimed at (1) taming excesses in international affairs; (2) disciplining 
hegemonic actors; and (3) safeguarding the rights and interests of weaker actors. In so 
doing, the paper highlights the poverty of the contemporary framing of the balance of 
power concept as an “amoral” realist doctrine divorced from ethics. Quite the contrary, 
the original balance of power thesis was developed as a moral theory which envisioned 
that any international order which attempts to monopolize political legitimacy would 
eventually face erosion because the process of moral monopolization spurs internal 
resentments and external counteractions. Revisiting the original balance of power thesis 
is useful in advancing our understandings on contemporary international orders. More 
specifically, the paper argues that the apparent decline of liberal international order 
today is not driven by the erosion of liberal values per se, but rather by the resentments 
and counteractions provoked by its unbalanced expansion since 1991. Hence, the 
restoration of moral balance in the international arena would be critical to the survival 
and rejuvenation of the liberal order in the coming years.     
  

KEYWORDS  
International Order; Balance of Power; Liberal Internationalism; Political Realism; Enlightenment 
Philosophy; International Morality  
  
 

Geopoltical Challenges, Leadership, «Great Power» and Security. Difficult Way to 
Cooperation  

Dr. Larissa S. Ruban (ISPR RAS, Moscow) lruban@yandex.ru 

 

Part 1. Evolution of the Phenomenon «Great Power» and modern Word Order  

The notion of the “Great Power” entered the international law in the times of the Vienna 
congress. After the Second World War five states (USSR, USA, Great Britain, France and China) 
received the “Great Power” status according to the UN Charter.  

The USSR received the “Great Power” status as it had the nuclear arms of strategic purpose. 
But the transformation of the world order from bipolar to single polar and changes in the foreign 
and domestic policies of Russia led to paradox situation, when the de jure Great Power with the 
nuclear arms is dependent from investments and food from abroad and is no longer the Second 
world country but the Third world country. We will analyze the notion of the “Great Power” 
regarding Russia in the context of the geopolitical and military strategic environment.  

Part 2. Geopoltical Challenges, Leadership and Security Situation and Energy Security in APR  



Main geopoltical challenges are changing world order and energy security system. These 
challenges are results of the energy US-policy, shale revolution in USA, US- energy expansion in 
Europe and world (changing USA position form greater importer oil and gas to exporter). In this 
time we need new system of the world security and energy security based at the cooperation.  

From 2005 project “Dialogue partnership” prepare international expert’s survey in 16-ths 
states about leadership, security situation, risks, threats, possibility of the military conflicts in 
APR. This region is the most rapidly developing region in the world. The current situation in the 
Asia-Pacific region is assessed by 78% of the experts as stable. Opinions of majority from 
experts: military conflict is not possible now in APR – 68%. Table below shows the dynamics of 
the APR-development.  

Table 1. Leadership in APR:  

Answers in % 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016  

USA 1) 84 3) 56 3) 51 3) 47 3) 37 3) 34 3) 47 2-3) 31 2-3) 30 3) 41 3) 40 3) 40  

China 2) 72 1) 86 1) 87 1) 100 1) 100 1) 90 1) 95 1) 96 1) 95 1) 93 1) 92 1) 92  

Japan 3) 48 2) 61 2) 62 2) 51 2) 41 2) 37 2) 54 2-3) 31 2-3) 30 2) 43 2) 43 2) 43  

Russia 4) 32 4) 42 4) 43 4) 38 4) 24 4) 25 4) 23 4) 18 4) 17 4) 15 4) 14 4) 14  

South Korea 5) 28 5) 24 5) 24 5) 18 5) 15 5) 12 5) 19 5) 17 5) 16 5) 14 4) 14 4) 14  

In the report the author analyzes whether the resource state can become a great power.  

 
 
Russia in international relations and ideological confrontation between traditionalism and 
anti-traditionalism. A Sociological Approach. 

Sergey Filatov  (Candidate of Science (History), Senior Researcher at the Institute of Oriental 
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences, Head of the project “Encyclopedia of religious life in 
Russia Today) sfilatov2006@yandex.ru  

 

Worldview, most often referred to as liberalism, by the beginning of the XXI century 
triumphantly established itself as the dominant in most countries of Europe and the Americas. 
The term "liberalism" in this case is not entirely successful, because this new worldview has 
fundamental differences from what was called liberalism earlier – in the XVIII - XX centuries. 
The new liberalism not only rejects "tradition", but goes further and overthrows the "identity" of 
Human being. So I'll use the term "anti-traditionalism", and he opposed to the worldview called 
"traditionalism". Overcoming the vices of the modern world anti – traditionalists see in 



defending the special interests of various minorities-national, religious, sexual, racial, because 
these minorities by their very existence challenge given from birth identities. The desire to 
overcome the identity set by nature or society is reflected in the rejection of the recognition of 
the only permissible traditional family and sexual relations, in the justification of homosexual 
and extramarital sexual relations, in the actual recognition of illegal immigrants of the right to 
settle in any country, and for representatives of ethnic and racial minorities at the lower levels of 
the social ladder of the right to positive discrimination.  

The unexpected successes of anti-traditionalists in the elections of the last few years in the 
United States, Italy and some other countries have caused the awareness of anti-traditionalists of 
the fact that the victory, seemingly achieved, is not guaranteed and the mobilization of anti-
traditionalist forces. This, in turn, caused an aggravation of the confrontation between the two 
worldview camps as a whole. Moreover, there is no country which would not substantially was 
presented to both camps. Everywhere there is a consolidation of the two camps, the formation of 
holistic ideological concepts. The search for allies and opponents in other countries is in full 
swing. We are witnessing the emergence of "two systems" opposing each other, as it was in some 
aspects in the beginning of the Cold war.  

In order to find out the features of the formation of the two ideological camps, I will rely on the 
researches Pew Research Center on religious, moral and political values. These studies 
demonstrate that consolidating traditionalist forces everywhere are beginning to see in modern 
Russia its most powerful ally, and anti-traditionalists-the most powerful enemy. Modern Russian 
foreign and domestic policy is not as consistently traditionalist as it seems from abroad, but the 
logic of emerging alliances obviously sucks Russia into its orbit.  

 

The Fate of Russian Soft Power following the 2014 Ukrainian Crisis  

Dr Victoria Hudson, British Academy Post-Doctoral Fellow, Department of War Studies, King's 
College London, UK. Victoria.1.hudson@kcl.ac.uk  

The question of Russian soft power continues to divide opinion. While interpretations of this 
concept among experts, officials and practitioners still diverge, the condition of Russian soft 
power is also subject to contrasting evaluations, particularly following Russia's hard power 
interventions in Ukraine.  

The paper will track the development of the various strands of the Russian discourse on soft 
power over the past decade and a half, drawing on statements by foreign policy leaders and 
articles by experts and practitioners. It will examine the various meanings of soft power in the 
Russian context, whether it be understood in terms of the perceived Western threat of colour 
revolutions, the result of normal cultural and public diplomacy, or a support to civilisational and 
geopolitical projects. Accordingly, the paper will analyse the extent to which efforts in these 
areas have yielded the desired result, pointing to problems articulated and perceived successes.  



The contrasting verdicts on Russian soft power resulting from the differing interpretations of soft 
power are especially visible with regard to the events in Ukraine. The impact of the decision to 
intervene militarily in Ukraine in 2014 and the ensuing economic sanctions and diplomatic cold-
shouldering have posed challenges for Russian soft power, but have also bolstered Russia's 
'credibility' in some capitals and among some populations.  

While the focal points of Russian engagement with soft power sometimes appear at odds with 
one another, in order to best appraise the phenomenon it is very useful to keep in mind these 
differing elements and, crucially, how they interact. 

 

 

Changing Face of Power in Indonesia 

Dr. Alexey Drugov (Institute of Oriental Studies, Russia) 

Developments in Indonesia beginning from 1998 marked radical changes in the character of 
power in the country. The military authoritarian “New Order” regime which ruled the country 
since 1966 was replaced by the regime of democratic reforms or “Reformasi”. The main reason 
of the “New Order” fall was that unquestionable economic progress together with massive 
information inflow from abroad resulted in corresponding changes in the way of thinking of the 
considerable sectors of the society. But these changes were not accompanied by the adaptation of 
the regime to the changes in the society. The power, the regime proved unable to take necessary 
initiatives.  

The “New Order” fall on the wave of students demonstrations was not a revolution and therefore 
did not result in full change of the elites but for the fact that the military were formally deprived 
of the position as self-sufficing and dominating political force. Important political reforms were 
delivered, including amendments to the Constitution which significantly restricted President’s 
powers, guaranteed human rights and political freedoms, including creation of political parties 
and mostly democratic electoral system.  

These necessary reforms are facing the legacy of several decades of authoritarian power in 
multireligious, multiethnic, and multirace society. The period after 1998 is marked with 
instability of political coalitions, close interconnection between power, parties and oligarchs and 
remaining monopoly of the state ideology “Five Principles” (Panca Sila) which in fact is 
stagnant. Resulting from these factors is growth of aggressive Islam radicalism, while several 
political powers make alliance with it searching for support.  

In 2014 Joko Widodo who has no organic connections with traditional elite or oligarchs was 
elected as the 7th President of Indonesia. It may be considered as the sign of progress toward 
meritocracy, but he is facing growing resistance from Islam radicals and partly military elite and 
therefore is forced to make compromise with mainstream Islam and generals.  



President and Parliament elections due on April 17, 2019 will become an important test for the 
progress and depth of democratic reforms progress and changes of power in Indonesia. 

 
 
Normative Power ASEAN? Globalisation of Asian Values and Its Limits  
 
Ksenia A. Efremova (MGIMO)  
 
  
The notion of “normative power”, authored by Ian J. Manners, is usually applied to the 
European Union (EU). It describes the ability to impose one’s norms and values over other 
states, shaping the conventional understanding of what is “normal” in international relations. 
However, this notion is not exclusive to the EU: it looks like the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) is becoming another regional grouping that tries to disseminate its norms and 
values worldwide, thus transforming itself into a nascent “normative power”.   
ASEAN promotes the so-called “Asian values” (collectivism, state paternalism, cultural 
relativism, non-intervention into each other’s domestic affairs, etc.) through interregional 
arrangements with other states and international groupings, as well as through multilateral 
forums where it plays the central role. It is interesting to identify ideological concepts that make 
the core of (Southeast) Asian values, and to assess critically the possibility of their globalisation 
(i.e. spread around the world as an alternative to Western liberal values).   

 
It may be argued that ASEAN tries to position itself as an alternative source of norms and 

values for the developing countries as a part of a broader project of gaining more international 
weight. However, the concept of “Asian values” evokes much criticism that makes the 
transformation of ASEAN into a “normative power” highly questionable.  
  

 

BRICS as a Negotiated Political Status: An Analysis of the BRICS as an Emerging Power in 
the Current Political Climate  

Aireen	Grace	Andal	(Ural	Federal	University)	aireengrace.andal@gmail.com	
 

Emerging powers are usually defined as countries that undergo the hierarchical transition to the 
centre. While this term has been common in international affairs to categorize countries, 
relatively little has been said about the context in which such term is embedded. This work 
unpacks the context and discourses under which “emerging powers” rise. This article argues 
that emerging powers built on two normatively opposing contexts that reinforce each other: 
sequential economics and the era of criticism of development. While the former foregrounds the 
language of a linear understanding of economic trajectories of countries, the latter reclaims 
agency to contest the virtues of the former’s assumptions. These two contexts foster a negotiated 
political status: subscribing to the promises of traditional economic but also time rebelling 
against the limits it poses in hopes of arriving to new ways of organizing international relations. 
This work concludes that the term emerging powers can be best understood with nuance and 



reflection, instead of taking it as rather benign. It is hoped that this examination yields to a 
better appreciation of the scope and limits of emerging powers as an analytical category and 
sharpen its function as a heuristic tool to make sense of economic realities. 

 	
India’s Passage to Global Power Status   
 
Aleksei Zakharov (Research Fellow, Institute of Oriental Studies, 	
Russian Academy of Sciences) azakharov@ivran.ru	
  
	
India is among few countries which have been in transition from a regional to global power status. 
Under Narendra Modi government India’s foreign policy has gained new momentum as the 
country has increased its stakes globally and reached out to different actors across the continents. 
At the same time New Delhi preserves traditionally cautious approach not being vocal in response 
to critical issues of global significance unless its national interests are concerned. For this reason, 
India’s political influence in the world is rather limited. However, the country enjoys an important 
geopolitical position, especially against the backdrop of China’s rise. Combined with rapidly 
developing economy, this factor has turned India into a key player in the region. The paper seeks 
to explore Indian foreign policy priorities as well as a role the country has been playing in various 
international organizations and multilateral formats in attempt to identify India’s current status 
in the global system. The paper argues that India, albeit actively expanding its footprint well 
beyond South Asia, remains a regional power with growing global ambitions.  
 
 
Conceptual Analysis of Power: Basic Issues and Current Trends 

Valeri Ledaev (National Research University Higher School of Economics) valeri_ledaev@mail.ru 

 

	
Faces of World Powers: Multimodeal Analysis  of the Economists KAL’s Cartoons 
	
Alina	V.	Vladimirova	(Institute of Oriental Studies of the RAS) alina.v.vladimirova@gmail.com 
 
	


